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CHANGING LIVES AND DELIVERING RESULTS FOR  

THE POOR THROUGH ACCESS TO BASIC SERVICES  
The UK Department for International Development (DFID) has been a donor to the Global Part-

nership on Output-Based Aid (GPOBA) since 2003.  DFID’s contribution of about US$109 million 

has helped GPOBA improve access to essential services like water and electricity for more than 

a million people, using a results-based approach — Output-Based Aid (OBA).  

In Colombia’s Caribbean coastal area, almost 205,000 people are enjoying the benefits of natu-

ral gas—a more affordable, safer and less environmentally damaging alternative to firewood— 

thanks to an OBA pilot project.  
 

Over 30,000 people in Uganda’s small towns and rural growth centres have gained access to 

clean, affordable and reliable water services through an OBA scheme that is extending existing 

access and constructing new water supply systems. In the capital city, Kampala, an OBA pilot  

using pre-paid public water points aims to deliver access for almost 100% of poor communities 

in targeted settlements. About 60,000 of the over 400,000 people expected to benefit from the 

project have already gained improved access to affordable and clean water.  
 

Bringing access to drinking water and improved sanitation closer to home is one way of empow-

ering women and girls. It can mean less time spent fetching water – in many areas up to six hours 

per day — and more time for girls to stay in school and for women to work outside the home, 

start a business, or participate in other activities of their choice. Access to water can also  

improve health and educational attainment.  
 

In Armenia, where winters can last for up to 180 days each year, nearly 24,000 poor people 

used GPOBA grants funded by DFID to connect to the gas network and install gas heaters. 

Herder communities in remote areas of Mongolia have overcome the vast and challenging  

geography with mobile phone and Internet services made possible by an OBA universal access  

pilot using satellite technology.  
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DFID and GPOBA share a common goal to improve access to essential services for the poor. By 

tying payments directly to the delivery of services, OBA supports DFID’s vision to make UK Aid 

more accountable, more effective, and more transparent. Whether the goal is to deliver clean 

drinking water in Kenya, Solar Home Systems in rural areas of Bangladesh, or heaters in Arme-

nia, the bottom line for DFID and GPOBA is value for money and lasting results for the poor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT DFIDABOUT DFIDABOUT DFID   
The Department for International Development (DFID) is the part of the UK government that man-

ages Britain's aid to poor countries and works to get rid of extreme poverty. DFID is committed 

to effective development aid, that is transparent, and delivers results and value for money. 

 For more information about DFID visit: www.dfid.gov.uk 

 

ABOUT GPOBAABOUT GPOBAABOUT GPOBA   
The Global Partnership on Output-Based Aid (GPOBA) is a partnership program administered by 

the World Bank, with a mandate to pilot and document OBA approaches to improve delivery of 

basic infrastructure and social services to the poor in developing countries. 

 For more information on GPOBA visit: www.gpoba.org 

 For more information on OBA projects around the world visit: www.oba-data.org 

 78,000 people have gained access to 

clean and affordable water through the 

Improved Rural Community Water 

project in Andhra Pradesh, INDIA.  


