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GPOBA OBApproaches Series:  Guidelines for Authors

OBApproaches is a forum for discussing and disseminating recent experiences and innovations in supporting the delivery of basic services to the poor.  The series focuses on the provision of water and sanitation, energy, telecommunications, transport, health, and education in developing countries, in particular through output-, or performance-, based approaches.  The case studies are chosen and presented by the authors in agreement with the GPOBA program management unit.  

Typically, an OBApproaches paper presents lessons learned from one or more OBA projects in a particular country and/or sector.  

The paper should start with a short summary paragraph (around 120 words).  This paragraph will be used to present the paper on the GPOBA website so it needs to be written in clear, non-technical language.

The paper should cover these key elements:

· the sector context 

· the rationale for the OBA project 

· how the project was structured and how it works (targeting, subsidy level, service provider, outputs and disbursement schedule, output verification, etc.)

· the results so far

· any lessons learned

· prospects for scaling-up or replication

It is good practice to include a chart showing the flow of funds and accountability in the project. 

Maximum length is 1,800 words.

In addition to drafting the paper, the authors are asked to provide:

1. the name of a relevant sector expert to act as peer reviewer

2. 2-3 high-resolution photos of the project, preferably showing a project beneficiary or beneficiaries using the services, for use on the front cover of the paper
Once the decision has been taken to produce an OBApproaches, GPOBA provides the authors with a budget code against which to charge their time.  
GPOBA manages and funds the production process, i.e. copy-editing, review, design, publication, and dissemination to internal and external audiences.
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